
This month we have got some 
fantastic fresh fish for best 
in season including Brill, 
Hake, Plaice & Wild Seabass. 
MCS rated and caught on the 
South Coast or in Scotland. 
Check out our Skippers Catch 
for the freshest day landings.

FISH &  
SEAFOOD May 2022

BEST IN  
SEASON

SALMON 
Increased demand and reduced 
availability in the world 
market is causing increases 
across fresh and frozen 
product.

HALIBUT 
Reduced farm stocks combined 
with a surge in demand post 
covid has pushed prices up 
this month.

SCALLOPS 
US domestic demand and 
reduced landings have seen 
prices increase this month.

May 
MaRkEt 
ChaNges

BUYER RECOMMENDS 
As it is coeliac awareness week this month 
why not try our gluten free fishcakes or 
gluten free Calamari strips! Our fishcakes 
are a blend of smoked MSC Haddock, 
mozzarella, cheddar cheese, spring onion and 
rocket, the coating is gluten free and flash 
fried. Perfect for a starter or light bite.



1. WHITEFISH
Supply of Cod and Haddock has been 
difficult following the Easter holiday 
break and demand remains high. Buyers 
moving away from Russian sourced 
fish has put pressure on alternative 
sources of supply such as Norway 
and Iceland. There has also been 
reductions in quota on both Cod and 
Haddock, which has reduced supply into 
the UK.

2. HALIBUT
During the lockdown period the Halibut 
farmers reduced their fish stocks, then 
as markets opened up they saw high 
demand. This has meant that we are now 
seeing a shortage of farmed Halibut. 
Some farms have even closed whilst 
they wait for new generation fish to 
become available. Buyers are therefore 
seeing a real lack of availability and 
higher prices this month.

3. FRESH SEABASS AND BREAM
The Bass and Bream farmers have 
experienced increases in the cost 
of production causing inflation this 
month. In particular, the fish feed has 
increased three fold in price due to 
the rise in cost of the components. 
They are also experiencing increased 
cost of transportation to the UK. 

4. SALMON 
The Salmon market continues to be 
very volatile as the US continues to 
pull Salmon from Norway rather than 
Chile and we are still seeing reduced 
availability from Scotland. The 
increased demand onto Norwegian Salmon 
has seen record pricing the last few 
weeks. With further price increases 
this month, buyers are hoping we will 
soon see increased production that could 
ease price but the market is becoming a 
tricky one to predict currently.
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5. FROZEN WHITEFISH
The market for frozen whitefish is 
seeing pressure on price driven by 
several factors. Firstly, the quota 
on Cod from the Barents Sea has 
been cut by 20% putting pressure 
on availability of raw material. 
Secondly, the processors are facing 
higher production costs caused 
by labour cost increases, higher 
utility costs and increases in the 
cost of distribution. The price of 
both frozen Cod and Haddock has 
therefore increased this month.

6. FROZEN SCALLOPS
There has been high demand this year 
for Scallops as customers looked 
for premium products coming out of 
lockdowns. This is particularly 
true in the US where domestic demand 
has been very strong, reducing the 
amount exported. The US have also 
seen a reduction in landings and the 
size of Scallop landed. This has put 
pressure on the price of Scallops 
and we are seeing a significant 
increase this month.

7. FROZEN SALMON
The frozen Salmon market follows 
the price of fresh Salmon as we are 
seeing record high prices on Salmon 
this has meant a significant increase 
in the price of frozen farmed 
Atlantic Salmon this month.
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